generated huge expectations of "democratic dividends," marked by unbridled optimism about improved socioeconomic conditions, security, and political stability. However, like the mirage of post-Cold War peace dividend that continues to plague much of Africa since 1990, the expectation of a democratic dividend in postmilitary Nigeria remains elusive. The befuddling scenario of socioeconomic and political disempowerment in postmilitary Nigeria prompted the creation of new or the revitalization of old structures and practices as forms of self-help mechanisms by the citizenry to cope with diminishing welfare.
3 Of special significance in the activities of these self-help structures are youths, whose intersecting location in the social ladder places them at a critical cross-road. These self-help mechanisms are conventionally thought to be organized along ethnic, political, and religious contours, and are active in community policing (vigilante) among others.
4 Yet, the self-help projects are often the epicenter of atrocious intergroup violence with considerable destructive aftermaths.
Accordingly, on the one hand, conventional media, academic, and policy focus appear to be centered on those major self-help mechanisms, with huge disregard for the micro social structures and micro self-help mechanisms that underlie those major and popular ethnopolitical movements involved in violence. And, on the other, the massive involvement of youths in violence is often waved aside as a consequence of power elite manipulation. This perspective effectively underestimates two important realities: first, that there is a full-blown youth crisis or crisis of youth in Nigeria; and, second, while it is possible youths are manipulated by power elites, it is also possible that youth do exercise considerable social agency.
5 Hence, orthodox academic, media, and policy perspectives overlook the micro forms of social organization connected with sociopolitical violence, but differs from the conventional emphasis on ethnic, political, and religious movements.
Consequently, this chapter undertakes an empirical investigation of the micro self-help mechanisms and micro social structures that underlie the involvement of youths in socioeconomic and political violence in Lagos Island area of Lagos State. It focuses on the transition from the more individualistic phenomenon of "area-boyism" to the emerging more group-oriented and better organized phenomena of "Junctions" and "Bases" as forms of self-help strategies by youths. It sees Junctions and Bases as successors to the now "criminalized" practice of area-boyism in the face of continuing individual and collective (youth) socioeconomic and political disempowerment. 6 It explores the social, economic, political, and geographical foundations of Junctions, defined as centripetal
